
Follow in the Footsteps of St. Paul: A Spiritual

Pilgrimage through Greece and the Aegean Islands

September 14 - 25, 2026
Join Father Craig Holway on an unforgettable 12-day Catholic pilgrimage retracing the

missionary journeys of St. Paul through the cradle of early Christianity. This deeply faith-filled

journey combines daily Mass (often at historic Catholic shrines), powerful biblical sites where

the Apostles preached and suffered, stunning ancient ruins, the sacred places of the Virgin

Mary and St. John, breathtaking Greek island scenery, and a relaxing 4-night cruise through the

Aegean Sea and Turkey. From Paul's sermon on Mars Hill to the house where Our Lady spent

her final years, and from the rock-top Byzantine monasteries of Meteora to the cave where St.

John received the Apocalypse, walk prayerfully in the footsteps of the Apostles and the first
Christian communities.

Monday, September 14, 2026

Depart St. Louis, MO on an overnight flight to Athens. Dinner and Breakfast Served aboard

Tuesday, September 15, 2026 – Arrival Athens (D)

Arrive Athens International Airport at 9:25 AM. Meet your English-speaking

tour manager and transfer to the city center. Celebrate an opening Mass at

the Catholic Cathedral Basilica of St. Dionysius the Areopagite, dedicated

to the Athenian philosopher-judge converted by St. Paul's sermon on Mars

Hill (Acts 17:34). Tradition holds that St. Dionysius became the first Bishop of

Athens, authored mystical theological works that profoundly influenced

Catholic spirituality (including St. Thomas Aquinas), and was martyred
around AD 96. After lunch and a panoramic drive, check into the hotel, then

enjoy a welcome dinner at a restaurant with Acropolis view.

Overnight: Athens.

Wednesday, September 16, 2026 – Athens & Ancient Corinth (B/L/D)

Morning drive to Ancient Corinth, where St. Paul spent 18 months (AD 50-51), lived

with the exiled Catholic tentmakers Aquila and Priscilla, was tried before the Roman

proconsul Gallio, and founded a thriving but troubled church to which he later wrote
& 2 Corinthians. Celebrate Mass outdoors near the Bema where Paul stood trial.

Return to Athens for the Acropolis and Mars Hill (Areopagus), the rocky outcrop

where St. Paul proclaimed the "Unknown God" to the philosophers, sparking the first

conversions in Athens and laying the foundation for the Catholic Church in Greece.

Overnight: Athens
















