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A Pilgrimage of Sacred Song: The St. Louis Basilica Choir in Italy

This pilgrimage is designed as a liturgical and musical offering, tracing the

development of Western sacred music from its Roman roots to the Venetian

Baroque. For the St. Louis Basilica Choir, these spaces are not merely venues; they

are "acoustic cathedrals" where stone, marble, and gold have been seasoned by

centuries of prayer and polyphony. The choir's voices join a continuous lineage of
praise dating back to the early Church, from the Pope's Cathedral of St. John

Lateran to the gold-mosaicked home of the Venetian Choral Style at St. Mark's.

Each day weaves liturgy, sacred music, and the artistry of Christendom into a single
offering of beauty to God.

Saturday, June 5: Departure for the Eternal City

The pilgrimage commences as the choir departs St. Louis. This journey

across the Atlantic serves as a period of interior silence and vocal

preparation. As we transition from the New World to the ancient

foundations of Western Christendom, we reflect on our role as "ministers

of beauty." Two meals will be served aboard the Transatlantic Flight as

we travel toward the dawn of the Italian morning.

Sunday, June 6: The Lateran and the Threshold of Rome

Upon arrival at Rome FCO Airport, we are met by our tour manager and private

motorcoach. Our immersion begins with a walking tour of the Pantheon, where the

massive concrete dome creates an acoustic that sustained the earliest Gregorian chants,

and the Baroque masterpiece of the Trevi Fountain. Following Lunch at a local

restaurant, we proceed to the Archbasilica of St. John the Lateran. As the Pope's

Cathedral, its acoustics are authoritative and vast. Performing here, you will feel the

resonance of the "Mother and Head of all Churches." The choir will offer its first musical

sacrifice during a 5:30 pm Choir Mass Participation in St. John the Lateran. Your

voices will interact with the massive statues of the Apostles, which seem to vibrate in

harmony with the choral lines.

• Meals: Breakfast (Flight), Lunch (Local Restaurant), Dinner (On your own)
















